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CAST

ABBY 
CARROLL

SYDNEY E. 
CRUTCHER

JIMMY 
KOHLMANN

LATRESHIA
LILLY

JAMES
MITCHELL

SCAN FOR THE VOICES OF THE EIGHTH 
CHRONICLES II STUDY GUIDE



Griot’s Journey

Song: ‘Buked and Scorned

Song: Wade in the Water

“She Weaves” by Marion Cannon Dornell

Song: I Open My Mouth Unto the Lord/Amazing Grace

Letter from Joseph Bustill to William Still

Song:  Walk Together Children

Song:  John Brown’s Body/Battle Hymn of the Republic

“A WPA Writer Interviews a Former Slave:  after Miriam Goodman” by 
Marian Cannon Dornell (2015)

Dr. Agnes Kemp

Song:  This Little Light of Mine

William Howard Day

“I Sit and Sew” by Alice Dunbar Nelson

Letter from Maude Coleman to Governor James Duff

Excerpts from “The Hill We Climb” by Amanda Gorman

Song: “Lift Every Voice and Sing”

SCENES AND SONGS



WHO’S WHO in the CAST

ABBY CARROLL is in her fourth season 
with Gamut Theatre Group. She is 
currently part of the Core Company as the 
Office Manager. Abby has a BA in Theatre 
Arts and Astronomy from Mount Holyoke 
College. Credits: Gamut: Orlando (Orlan-
do), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Hermia), 
The Stronger (Mrs. X / Ms. Y); Hampshire 
Shakespeare Company: Henry V (Henry V); 
The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey: The 
Servant of Two Masters.

SYDNEY E. CRUTCHER hails from 
Reston, VA and currently works as Production 
Manager at Gamut Theatre. After graduating 
from Drake University in 2020 with a BFA in 
Acting she has worked onstage at Gamut in 
Innocent Merriment and A Winter’s Tale 
(Perdita), and the American Shakespeare 
Center in Romeo and Juliet (Balthasar) and 
Comedy of Errors (Luciana). She is forever 
grateful to her supportive family and friends.

JIMMY KOHLMANN (Sankofa Bird) is 
excited to be in this performance with Sankofa 
African American Theatre Company. Working 
professionally as both an actor and a 
technician, Jimmy wears a lot of different 
hats. His acting credits consist of a number of 
musicals and plays at Nebraska Wesleyan 
University, where he received his BA in 
Acting Performance, and a few of 
Gamut’s most recent performances. He is 
forever inspired by his family and friends.

LATRESHIA LILLY is excited as she is in 
her first year as a Core Co. member at 
Gamut! She is a graduate of Northwestern 
State University with a Bachelor’s in Musical 
Theatre Performing and Performance/
Directing, and she is currently pursuing a 
Master’s in Marriage and Family Therapy at 
Capella University. She is beyond 
grateful for live theatre to be back and hopes 
this show inspires you to invest in learning 
the history of our world. Thanks to family, 
friends, cast, crew, and you! “Do everything 
in love!” https://latreshialilly.wixsite.com/
latreshialilly

JAMES MITCHELL is happy to be 
returning to Gamut Theatre in Voices of the 
Eighth.  Other Gamut credits include The 
Mystery of the African Grove (James Hewitt), 
An Enemy of the People (Edvard), The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe (Aslan/Adult 
Peter).  Other credits: Black Nativity, The 
People Who Could Fly (ensemble) and Do 
You Know Me? (Voiceover) with Sankofa, 
Antigone (Senator & Tiresias), Kill Keller 
(Reverend Neil),  Rashomon (Wigmaker), 
Waiting for Godot (Pozzo) with Narcisse 
Theatre Company.



WHO’S WHO in the CREW

KELSEY BENN (Musical Underscoring) 
loves creating and listening to good music of 
all genres and enjoyed composing music for 
this production, particularly the opening piece. 
He has done audio engineering, sound design 
& tech, music composition, and video editing 
for Sankofa productions Black Nativity, Pretty 
Fire, Crowns and The Gathering at the 
Crossroads educational video; Open Stage: 
Father Comes Home From the Wars; and 
Sankofa & Gamut joint production Do You 
Know Me?

SHARIA BENN (Director/Playwright) 
Founder & Executive Artistic Director of 
Sankofa African American Theatre Company, 
is an artivist using the canvas of theater to 
create healing spaces for actors and audiences 
to respond constructively on issues of race 
and social justice. Selected credits with Gamut 
Theatre: Echoes of the Voices of the Eighth 
(writer, director), Do You Know Me? (writer/
co-director), Voices of the Eighth (writer/
director); Voices of F.E.W. (writer, director, 
role of Frances Harper), Death of a Salesman 
(Linda Loman), Red Velvet (Connie), To Kill 
A Mockingbird (Calpurnia)

SYDNEY E. CRUTCHER (Scenic Design/
Assistant Technical Director) hails from 
Reston, VA and currently works as Production 
Manager at Gamut Theatre. After graduating 
from Drake University in 2020 with a BFA in 
Acting she has worked offstage as a Designer 
and Carpenter for Gamut Theatre, Assistant 
Technical Director at The American 
Shakespeare Center, and a Carpenter/Deck 
Captain at Texas Shakespeare Festival. She is 
forever grateful to her supportive family and 
friends.

KIM GREENAWALT (Stage Manager/
Dramaturg): In addition to working as 
Gamut’s Director of Development, Kim 
wears the hats of stage manager and 
dramaturg on VOTE Chronicles II.  Many 
thanks to Sharia and Melissa for their trust, 
collaboration, and the opportunity to more 
fully understand the rich history of our 
community.

KIRYAT JEARIM (Prop Manager) was 
born and raised in the most southern tip of 
Texas called the Rio Grande Valley. She is 
a recent Theatre/TV/Film design graduate 
from the University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley. She’s a theatre technician, 
performer, singer, actor, dancer, creator, 
proud daughter of immigrants, latina, 
person of color, part of the LGBTQIA+ 
community, and beyond grateful for every 
opportunity that’s been presented to her 
at Gamut. She hopes everyone enjoys the 
show and would like to give a shout out to 
her fellow core company members! IG: @
kiryatjearim @jearimart

JENNIFER KILANDER (Puppet Co-De-
signer)  has been designing costumes for 
over 25 years.  Recent costume designs 
include Open Stage: Treasure Island.  
Gamut Theatre: The Winter’s Tale, 
Orlando, Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland.  Coming up at Gamut 
Theatre: Thistle & Salt - the Ireland of 
J.M. Synge and Richard III for Free 
Shakespeare in the Park.



WHO’S WHO in the CREW

JIMMY KOHLMANN (Scenic Designer/
Technical Director/Puppet Co-Designer) has 
worked as a scenic carpenter for Nebraska 
Wesleyan University, Texas Shakespeare 
Festival, American Shakespeare Center, and 
now Gamut. Bouncing between the stage and 
the scene shop at NWU (BA ‘20), Jimmy 
always hoped his career would include 
opportunities both on and offstage. He is 
forever indebted to his wonderful friends and 
family, and the many wonderful puppets he 
called friends growing up.

TRISTAN STASIULIS (Lighting 
Designer) GAMUT THEATRE GROUP: 
Panchatantra Tales; Orlando; Pretty Fire; 
Alice’s Adventures…;The Lion, The Witch and 
The Wardrobe; Much Ado... All The King’s 
Men; Pericles...; Midsummer...; Our Town; 
A Streetcar Named Desire. OPEN STAGE: 
Treasure island; Mad Ones; Amelie; Who’s 
Holiday!; A Christmas Carol; 
Ragtime; The Wolves; For Colored Girls…; 
Carrie the Musical; Collective Rage; The 
Flick; Akeelah and the Bee; Fun Home; Red; 
Two Trains Running; Driving Miss Daisy; Bill 
W. and Dr. Bob; A Raisin In The Sun; Gidion’s 
Knot; Fences; Clybourne Park; Joe Turner’s 
Come And Gone; Frost/Nixon; Talk Radio; 
Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom; The Santaland 
Diaries.  Among others. 
KEYSTONE THEATRICS: OZ; Once; Puffs; 
Wonderettes; Grease; Joseph…;Ken Ludwig’s 
Baskerville; The Little Mermaid; Mamma 
Mia. 

VICTORIA WOJCIECHOWSKI 
(Costume Designer) has been working in 
costume design since 2016. This show is 
her eleventh with Gamut and second with 
Sankofa. Previous shows include: A Streetcar 
Named Desire, All the King’s Men, An Enemy 
of the People (Gamut); The Adventures of 
Robin Hood (Young Acting Company); 
Macbeth, A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
(Harrisburg Shakespeare Company); A 
Christmas Carol, Heathers (Open Stage); 
The Hounds of Baskerville, Hairspray 
(Theatre Harrisburg).  She looks forward to 
continuing her costuming work for many 
years to come.

CIERRA WOODS (Choreographer) is 
excited to set choreography for the first time 
at Gamut Theatre Group. A professional 
dance artist, movement facilitator, stage 
hand, and arts administrator born on the 
unceded land of the Susquehannock people, 
now called Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Woods 
is an alumnus of Capital Area School for the 
Arts and a graduate of Temple University, 
where she received the Rose Vernick BFA 
Choreography Award from Boyer College of 
Music and Dance. She has worked with 
esteemed artists such as Sidra Bell, 
Kun-Yang Lin, Merian Soto, Wen-Chung 
Lin, MICHIYAYA Dance, Sankofa African 
American Theatre Company and Maliek 
Dance Theater. Check out more of her work 
at cwoodswork.xyz!





Welcome to Voices of the Eighth: Chronicles II, the continuation of the 
storytelling series of Harrisburg’s historic Old Eighth Ward where the lens 
focuses on African American residents and their allies who forged change 
through resistance and perseverance. This story unfolds through the 
storytelling, singing, and movement of beautiful and powerful griots and the 
Sankofa bird which connect us to our past, present, and future through the 
play’s vignettes that highlight just a few of the One Hundred Voices found on 
the orator’s base of the Gathering at the Crossroads monument on the Capitol 
grounds.  

In writing this play, I knew it would be impossible to share in entirety the 
lives, times, and contributions of Sarah and Joseph Bustill, Dr. Agnes Kemp, 
William Howard Day, Alice Dunbar Nelson, and Maude B. Coleman. My 
vision in crafting this production was to use percussive sounds, African 
inspired movements along with the actual words and writings of these his-
toric change-makers and the gifted poet, Marian Thornell, to present an 
engaging and accurate historical glimpse of people who had been oppressed 
and marginalized but still achieved triumphs and progress as they fought to 
dismantle so many -isms in social constructs, politics, and education.  I also 
want this theatre experience to spark a broader conversation that pushes each 
of us individually to make choices that move us toward freedom, liberty, 
and justice for all. It is very hard work, but we must do this. The partnership 
between Sankofa and Gamut to bring these stories to students and our com-
munity is a template- we make space, we teach, we learn, we mess up, we do 
good, we listen, we admit it’s hard and painful, we hear, we learn some more, 
we move forward better.

I am so proud of all the creatives that came together to bring my script to life 
in such a powerfully moving way. I am indebted to the work of the PA Past 
Players and the One Hundred Voices researchers and history detectives who 
uncovered the buried stories of the people of the Old Eighth Ward. 

Peace and Blessings,
Sharia Benn

Executive Artistic Director, 
Sankofa African American Theatre Company

DIRECTOR’S NOTE



You may be wondering about the title of this show:  why “Chronicles 
II?”  Indeed, when was the first Chronicles?  For anyone who may have 
watched Do You Know Me? online in 2021, some of the stories you’ll see 
and narration you’ll hear this evening may be familiar. I would like to 
believe that this was the first Chronicles…although we didn’t know that 
yet. Like the concept of Sankofa, (we’ll get to it in the show!) Sharia has 
gone back to a former storytelling format of vignettes, which worked 
incredibly well in the past, and brought it forward into the present, for a 
different group of actors. 

As the dramaturg and stage manager for Do You Know Me? and Voices 
of the Eighth: Chronicles II, it has been a treat to see how the change of 
format from digital to in-person, and the change of actors involved has 
shaped the work. By going into the past in our theatre-making, we can 
take what has worked in the past and bring it forward to support a vibrant 
present with a new set of actors. By going into the past, into Harrisburg’s 
history, we take the stories of freedom seekers and change makers to 
guide the path of a new twenty-first century community.

DRAMATURG’S NOTE:  SANKOFA IN ACTION
BY KIM GREENAWALT

SPECIAL THANKS

Jean Corey

Neisha McClain

Open Stage

Theatre Harrisburg



All individuals regardless of race, 
gender, gender identity, religion, 
culture, sexual orientation, and/or 
disability are welcome to participate 
in Gamut Theatre programs.  Gamut 
Theatre is an ADA-accessible facility, 
and we endeavor to make reasonable 
accommodations to facilitate access.  If 
you need accommodations or require 
assistance, please contact us. Gamut 
Theatre Group’s mission is to tell classic 
stories in new and exciting ways.  Our 
vision is a world where all people 
cherish classic stories and share them 
with future generations.  If you are 
someone who believes in our mission 
and shares our vision, we encourage 
you to become involved with Gamut 
Theatre.

Each year Gamut presents 
approximately 250 performances to 
30,000 people. Moreover, 20,000 
students per year enjoy our theatre 
school classes, workshops, residencies, 
and shows. Since our inception in 1993, 
Gamut has cumulatively reached over 
500,000 children and adults through our 
touring and educational programs.

We have been recognized by the 
press and the public for the quality of 
our productions, the breadth of our 
programs, our reach into all segments 
of the community, and our ability to 
keep classic stories relevant and alive. 
Gamut Theatre is an Educational 
Improvement Organization as approved 
by the PA DCED and is an approved 
Arts in Education Roster Artist through 
the PA Council on the Arts.

About Us



WITF MUSIC showcases an eclectic mix of musicians and their stories 

through in-studio performances, lively interviews and iconic photos.  

FEATURING ARTISTS LIKE
Dandy, Cumberland Honey, Corinna Joy and Steve Rudolph.

witf.org/witfmusic

Cory Dandy of Dandy
Photo Credit: Joe Ulrich

2023
Summer Theatre

Programs

GAMUT THEATRE SUMMER ACADEMY 
JULY 10 - AUGUST 11, 2023

A SUMMER THEATRE INTENSIVE FOR 
AGES 8-16

POPCORN HAT PLAYERS CAMP
AUGUST 14-18, 2023

FOR AGES 6-12

MORE INFORMATION AT 
gamuttheatre.org/summer-camps



FOR TICKETS 
PLEASE VISIT

T H E A T R E H A R R I S B U R G . C O M

HARRISBURG’S COMMUNITY  
THEATRE SINCE 1926

717.232.5501 @Theatrehburg @Theatrehburg

SEPTEMBER 9-18, 2022
KREVSKY CENTER

NOVEMBER 4-20, 2022
WHITAKER CENTER

the 25th
 
annual  

putnam county  

spelling bee

JUNE 9-25, 2023
KREVSKY CENTER

APRIL 28 - MAY 14, 2023
WHITAKER CENTER

FEBRUARY 10-19, 2023
KREVSKY CENTER

2022 - 2023

SEASON

97





2022 Supporters of 
Gamut Theatre Group

Reflects donations received Jan. 31 - 
Dec. 31, 2022.  Make a donation at 

gamuttheatre.org/donate

$10,000 and up
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Dauphin County Community Fund
Dauphin County Local Share
Dauphin County Tourism
Michael Grove
Rob & Kelly Lieblein Foundation
McCormick Family Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
Select Medical
The Donald B. and Dorothy L. Stabler  
     Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Anne & Philip Glatfelter III Family 
   Foundation
Arts for All****
Peggy Grove
Peggy A. Grove Family Fund***
Kline Foundation
M&T Bank
Pennian Bank
M&T Charitable Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
Carol Brightbill
Capital Blue Cross
Willian & Virginia Brody Fund****
The Children’s Home Foundation Fund****
James Cowden
Form Foundation Fund****
Lois Lehrman Grass
Charles & Ester Greenawalt
Margaret Hathaway**
Anne Hawkins
Hershey Company
Nicholas Hughes
Ms. Beryl Kuhr & Mr. Patrick H. Bair
Members 1st
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
Puffin Foundation West

Martin Sacks Fund****
Sharon & Kristopher Smull
Alyce & Morton Spector Fund****
Thomas & Donna Sweeney
Kristine Koontz & Ed Toyer
Troegs Brewing Company
Brian & Pamela Trowbridge
Charles Romigh & Donald Vaughan
Weis Markets
Jessica Whitmyer

$500 - $999
Francesca Amendolia
David Cahn*
Degenstein Foundation
Degenstein Charitable Foundation
Ruby & Michael Doub
Linda McKay & Brian Downey
Richard & Sharon Jordan
Kate Vohs Foundation
Marilyn Kauffman
Patty Kim
Kim Logiudice
Tara Herweg & Matthew Mann
Magdalena Newhouse
Amy Mezoff & Lynne Porter
Kristin Scofield
Carl & Lisa Schultz
Joseph T. & Helen M. Simpson Foundation
Chris Baldrige & David Skerpon
Maryann Skubecz
Mark Smith
Nicholas & Emily Wallace
Jeff & Deb Wasileski
Rick & Sara Zentmeyer

$250 - $499
Nancy Duhart
Lewin Wickes & Carol Eklund
Jacki Ellenberger
Sreedevi Chandrasekar & Ayyappan 
   Ganesan
Christy & Andrew Hoover
Andy Isaacs
Ellen & Peter Klein Foundation
Bill Lehr Fund for Arts & Education****
Erin & Joe Marsicano
Senator Mike Regan



Joel & Annette Santolla
Hilary Simpson
Tim Bunner & Jonathan Vipond

$100 - $249
Donald Alsedek
Mark & Allison Barno
Deborah Barry
Bliss Point Media, Inc.
Douglas & Patricia Carmichael
Craig Cohen
Ralph & Judy Cohen
Thomas & Erin Coyle
Karen Cullings
Peter Shelly & Faith Curran
Paul & Cindy Dlugolecki
Barbara Fellencer
Linda & Andrew Fiscus
Cindy & Brad Garfinkel
Michael Greenwald
John & Barbara Grespin
Martha Griffin
John & Jessica Hayden
George Himmelreich
Dan & Pat Hottenstein
Wendy Schaenen & Anand Jagannath
Michael Kacey
Teresa Kennelly
Jay & Nancy Krevsky
Sanford Krevsky
Joanne Krug
Sarah Lemanski
Kathleen Julian & Nkuchia M’ikanatha
Thomas & Susan Magill
Ajay & Kim Mattappallil
Edward & Laureace McCarthy
Elizabeth McIntosh
David Morrison
Francis O’Brien
Robert S. Phillips
Sandra Ross
Michelle Smith
Theresa Snyder
Olivia Susskind
John & Abby Tierney
Steve & Enid Wassner
Stephen Webb
Karen & Harry Weber

Sarah Wester
Claudia Williams
Carrie Wissler-Thomas
Brad & Lisa Winnick
Erin Womer
Michael Wood
Charles Yanofsky

*Donations made in honor of 
Sherman Hawkins

**Donations made in memory 
of Lois Grass

***Through the Jewish 
Community Foundation

****Through The Foundation for 
Enhancing Communities



Adaptation
Season 37 | 2022-2023

Featuring plays and musicals adapted
from classic and contemporary literature.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Join the Inner Circle

See all Season 37 shows for as little as $10/month

openstagehbg.com

TMI IMPROV 
COMEDY 
TROUPE

2022/2023 
SEASON



TMI IMPROV 
COMEDY 
TROUPE

TMI is Gamut Theatre Group’s 
in-house improv comedy troupe, 
and is peopled by some of the 
most decent, charming and 
sweet-smelling folk you’d 
ever want to meet.
 
TMI specializes in long and 
short-form, character-driven 
improv, where simple suggestions 
from the audience lead the way to 
improvised scenarios, which range 
from the “wryly witty” to the
 “gut-bustingly ridiculous.” 
 
TMI performs monthly in-house 
shows at our Gamut home, and 
are also available for private 
functions, education workshops, 
corporate teamwork training, Little 
House on the Prairie conventions, 
and various social events. 
Available to tour to almost 
any venue!

Tickets are $10 and can be 
purchased online or at the door.

Peggy’s Pub is open before, 
during, and after the performance 
in our Capital Blue Cross Lobby.

2022/2023 
SEASON

Subject matter may not be 
interesting for students under 12.12+

Doors and Bar open at 6:45 PM 
Show starts at 7:30 PM

September 16, 2022

October 28, 2022

November 17, 2022

December 31, 2022 
(LAST LAUGHS OF 2022)

February 17, 2023

March 25, 2023 
(IMPROVAPALOOZA)

June 23, 2023

July 29, 2023
(HBG PRIDE FEST)

















Cordia is Harrisburg’s provider of choice for 
reliable, efficient heating and cooling.

We’ve supported the business district and  
Capitol Complex for years. We’re excited to 
continue our commitment to Harrisburg into 
the future.

Find out more at cordiaenergy.com







Annual Youth Choral Festival Annual Youth Choral Festival 
• Sunday, November 20, 2022 - 4 p.m. - Mechanicsburg

Candlelight ChristmasCandlelight Christmas
• Friday, December 16, 2022 - 7:30 p.m. - Mechanicsburg

• Saturday, December 17, 2022 - 7:30 p.m. - Elizabethtown

• Sunday, December 18, 2022 - 4 p.m. - Harrisburg

Songs for the JourneySongs for the Journey
• Friday, May 12, 2023 - 7:30 p.m. - Hershey

• Saturday, May 13, 2023 - 7:30 p.m. - Harrisburg

• Sunday, May 14, 2023 - 4 p.m. - Mechanicsburg

SUSQUEHANNACHORALE.ORG

SUSQUEHANNA CHORALESUSQUEHANNA CHORALE
2022-2023 Season

ORDER ONLINE – just scan the QR code
with your smartphone or visit

susquehannachorale.org/performances.

SAVE WITH SEASON TICKETS!

Experience the inspiration, the joy, and the journey.Experience the inspiration, the joy, and the journey.Experience the inspiration, the joy, and the journey.

Linda L. Tedford   |   Artistic Director, Founder, and Conductor



Drive-Thru Service   |   Express & V.I.P. Services

Clean, Bright, Attended Laundromats

Professional Repairs & Alterations, including Shoe Repair

Wash & Fold Laundry Service

classicdrycleaner.com

SM

Eight GREAT Locations

FREE Pickup & Delivery Service
Sign up online or call 920-5500.

Proudly supporting Gamut Theatre

SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY SINCE 1970





From solving food insecurity to providing access 
to health screenings, Capital Blue Cross is 
investing in the health of our communities so that 
every neighborhood can thrive. Rooted in Central 
Pennsylvania and the Lehigh Valley, backed by 
national strength, we go the extra mile for you.

Capital Blue Cross is an Independent Licensee 
of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association.



LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING
TILL EARTH AND HEAVEN RING
RING WITH THE HARMONIES OF LIBERTY
LET OUR REJOICING RISE HIGH AS THE LISTENING SKIES
LET IT RESOUND LOUD AS THE ROLLING SEA

SING A SONG

FULL OF THE FAITH THAT THE DARK PAST HAS TAUGHT US

SING A SONG

FULL OF THE HOPE THAT THE PRESENT HAS BROUGHT US
FACING THE RISING SUN OF OUR NEW DAY BEGUN
LET US MARCH ON TILL VICTORY IS WON

GOD OF OUR WEARY YEARS
GOD OF OUR SILENT TEARS

THOU WHO HAS BROUGHT US THUS FAR ON THE WAY

THOU WHO HAS BY THY MIGHT
LED US INTO THE LIGHT

KEEP US FOREVER IN THE PATH, WE PRAY

LEST OUR FEET

STRAY FROM THE PLACES, OUR GOD, WHERE WE MET THEE

LEST, OUR HEARTS

DRUNK WITH THE WINE OF THE WORLD, WE FORGET THEE

SHADOWED BENEATH THY HAND
MAY WE FOREVER STAND

TRUE TO OUR GOD, TRUE TO OUR NATIVE LAND

LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING




